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Is This a Withdrawal? 
 

For programs offered in modules 
 
(1) After beginning attendance in the payment period or period of enrollment, did the 

student cease to attend or fail to begin attendance in a course he or she was 
scheduled to attend? If the answer is no, this is not a withdrawal. If the answer is 
yes, go to question 2. 

 
(2) When the student ceased to attend or failed to begin attendance in a course he or 

she was scheduled to attend, was the student still attending any other courses? If 
the answer is yes, this is not a withdrawal, however other regulatory provisions 
concerning recalculation may apply. If the answer is no, go to question 3. 

 
(3) Did the student confirm attendance in a course in a module beginning later in the 

period (for nonterm and nonstandard term programs, this must be no later than 45 
calendar days after the end of the module the student ceased attending). If the 
answer is yes, this is not a withdrawal, unless the student does not return. If the 
answer is no, this is a withdrawal. 

 
Take, for example, a student who is a recipient of title IV, HEA program funds who is 
scheduled to complete two courses in each of the first two of three modules within the 
payment period. 
 
Scenario 1: The student begins attendance in both courses in the first module, but 

ceases to attend both courses after just a few days and does not confirm 
that he will return to any courses in modules two or three. The student is a 
withdrawal because he or she ceased to attend courses he or she was 
scheduled to attend (Yes to question 1); was not still attending any other 
courses (No to question 2); and did not confirm attendance in a course in a 
module beginning later in the period (No to question 3). 

 
Scenario 2: If, however, the student begins attendance in both courses in the first 

module, but drops just one of the courses after just a few days, the student 
is not a withdrawal. Although the student ceased to attend a course he or 
she was scheduled to attend (Yes to question 1), the student was still 
attending another course (Yes to question 2). 

 
Scenario 3: If the student completes both courses in module one, but officially drops 

both courses in module two while still attending the courses in module one, 
the student is not a withdrawal. Because the student officially dropped both 
courses in module two before they began, the student did not cease to 
attend or fail to begin attendance in a course he or she was scheduled to 
attend (No to question 1). However, because the student did not begin 
attendance in all courses, other regulatory provisions concerning 
recalculation may apply. 
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