
Welcome to Today’s WCET 
Webcast
AUGUST 20, 2026

The webcast will begin shortly. No audio is being broadcast at this time.

A recording of this webcast will be available on the WCET website next week.

WCET events may not be recorded or rebroadcast without our written consent. 
Due to previous issues with repurposed content, AI notetakers will be removed. 
We apologize for any inconvenience.



Welcome!

Megan Raymond

Senior Director, Membership and 
Programs, WCET

mraymond@wiche.edu 

• Slides can be downloaded via 
the link in chat. 

• Please use the Question box 
for questions and Chat for 
other information exchange.

• Slides, recording, and shared 
resources will be emailed to 
attendees.

mailto:mraymond@wiche.edu


Accessibility Commitment

WCET is committed to creating inclusive and accessible 
materials. Our slides are designed with high-contrast visuals, 
large text, and descriptive alt text for images. 

You can scan the QR code to download the 
slides on your phone if you prefer. 

If you need the slides in an alternative format 
or additional accommodations, please let us 
know. We value your feedback to make our 
content accessible for everyone. 



Accessibility in Action: Lessons from 
the 1EdTech + WCET Workshop Series 
August 20, 2026



Hosted in partnership with:



Speakers

BRAD CARPENTER
Instructional Design 

Specialist, Senior
University of Alabama at 

Birmingham School of Nursing

bdcarpen@uab.edu

SUSAN HAUGHT
Director, Program 

Management
1EdTech

LinkedIn

KELLY HERMANN
Vice President of Accessibility 

and Student Affairs
University of Phoenix

LinkedIn

JOHNNY ZHOU
Instructional Designer
University of Hawaiʻi

LinkedIn

mailto:bdcarpen@uab.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/susan-haught-45557b34/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kelly-hermann-accessibility/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnny-zhou-034436170/


Agenda

● Project Overview and Introductions

● Update on DOJ Timeline and ADA

● Lessons Learned - University of Alabama and University of 
Hawaiʻi 

● Q&A

● Conclusions



Program Overview



Legislative Update

Web accessibility rules deadlines have been updated:

● Title II of the ADA:

● April 2027 for populations greater than 50,000; 

● April 2028 for populations under 50,000

● Health and Human Services (HHS):

● May 11, 2027 for recipients with 15 or more employees

● May 10, 2028 for recipients with fewer than 15 employees

● To determine applicability of any federal regulation, please 
consult with your institution’s legal counsel.



Group Presentations
We’re in this together!



Ensuring Effective Support Mechanisms for Title II Compliance: 
UAB School of Nursing’s Office of Technology and Innovation’s 
Approach to Faculty-Focused Support

Organization & Team Short Overview Outcomes Feedback

University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, School of 
Nursing

Team Lead: Matthew 
Jennings, Director of 
Instructional Technology

● Brad Carpenter, Senior 
Instructional Design 
Specialist

● Jennifer Jones, Senior 
Instructional Design 
Specialist

Course instructors need clear 
guidance, practical tools, and 
ongoing collaboration with 
knowledgeable support 
personnel to ensure their 
course content is Title II 
compliant. Best practice 
recommends a multi-modal 
support approach that 
includes targeted guides and 
tutorials, training on 
compliance expectations and 
accessibility tools, and a 
comprehensive 
asynchronous Canvas course 
with structured objectives, 
lessons, and materials.

Bolster our existing 
accessibility guides and 
tutorials, as well as 
further inform our 
approach and design of 
our planned synchronous 
training sessions and 
asynchronous Canvas 
course.

Provide current and 
future UAB School of 
Nursing faculty with 
varying methods of 
instruction and support to 
ensure ongoing Title II 
compliance



From Compliance to Capacity: Building Faculty Expertise in Accessible 
Course Design through Lamakū (D2L Brightspace)

Organization & Team Short Overview Outcomes Feedback

The University of Hawaiʻi System 
Information Technology Services 
(ITS)

Team Lead: Gloria Niles, Chief 
Academic Technology Innovation 
Officer

● Mitchell Otchi, ITS Director of 
Client Services and 
Operations Center

● Dorothy Hirata, Instructional 
Design Manager, UH Online 
Innovation Center

● Johnny Zhou, Instructional 
Designer, UH Online 
Innovation Center

The focus of this case study 
project will be to create an 
interactive professional 
development course within 
Lamakū that guides faculty 
in identifying and 
remediating accessibility 
issues in their own digital 
course materials, aligning 
with the 2024 U.S. 
Department of Justice web 
accessibility rule requiring 
WCAG 2.1 Level AA 
compliance.

1. Develop a Model 
Accessible Professional-
Development Course in 
Lamakū (D2L Brightspace)
 
2. Build Faculty Capacity 
and Confidence in 
Accessibility and Inclusive 
Design
 
3. Establish a Scalable, 
System-Wide Framework 
for Accessibility Excellence



Digital 
Accessibility 
in Lamakū
University of Hawaiʻi System Team



01
Overview of 
Project



Project Timeline

Create an interactive professional development course within Lamakū (Brightspace by D2L) that 
guides faculty in identifying and remediating accessibility issues in their own digital course.

Pre-Planning
Laying out the specifics of the 

course and mapping out the 
course details.

Empathy w/ Stakeholders
Meeting with stakeholders 
throughout the system to inform 
decisions on the course.

Course Content Development
Outlining, drafting, and reviewing 

the content in prep for 
transferring to Lamakū.  

Course Launch (Soon)
The course becomes available via 
a self-enrollment tool in Lamakū 
called “Discover”. 



02
Empathy w/ 
stakeholders



Understanding and Collaborating w/ Stakeholders

● Disability Services 
Offices

● Instructional Designers
● System-level 

Administrators
● IT Accessibility Support



Course Content 
Outline

1. Why + Understanding 
Accessibility

2. Auditing Your Course for 
Accessibility

3. Remediating 
Accessibility Issues

4. Designing Forward: 
Accessibility by Design

5. Reflection and 
Completion



03
Course 
Interface



Digital Accessibility in Lamakū Course Homepage

● Built in Lamakū 
(Brightspace by D2L)

● Models accessible 
design and consistent 
navigation

● Materials accessible 
from the Home page 
and Content tool



Digital Accessibility in Lamakū Content



04
Accessibility 
Tools



D2L Accessibility+

1. LMS add-on feature.
2. Autofix up to 60% of 

accessibility issues 
(with human 
supervision).

3. Provides instructions 
for manual 
remediations.



Univ. of HI Alt Text Gem

1. Made connections with 
the University of 
Michigan (shout out to 
Nargus Oskui & 
1EdTech). 

2. Created UH Alt Text 
Gem.

3. Pilot tested (April - May).
4. Will finalize and 

integrate into course.



05
Looking Ahead



Next Steps for the Project

01
D2L Accessibility+ 
Waiting on feature roll out & 
integration.

02
Course Launch
Wrap up final edits and 
prepare for course launch.

03
Marketing Plan
Finalize communications & 
marketing plan for course 
launch.

04
Incentives
Implement incentives for 
course completion.



Lessons Learned
We’re in this together!



Lessons Learned
• Don’t be afraid to borrow/steal :)

• Identify gaps and a huge list of questions

• Network – early and often

• Set clear responsibilities

• Involve different departments – creates buy-in



AUDIENCE 
QUESTIONS



Stay Connected

WCET is the leader in the practice, policy & advocacy of 
digital learning in higher education. 

We envision a future where high-quality digital learning fosters 
success for educators and learners.

Learn more about the benefits of joining our community: 
wcet.wiche.edu/join-us

https://wcet.wiche.edu/join-us
https://wcet.wiche.edu/join-us
https://wcet.wiche.edu/join-us


Additional Information and Resources

The webcast recording and additional resources will be 
available in the next week: wcet.wiche.edu/events/webcasts.

Visit wcet.wiche.edu to explore our Policy and Practice work, 
Events, Membership, and Sponsorship.

https://wcet.wiche.edu/events/webcasts
https://wcet.wiche.edu/


Upcoming WCET Events
Learn more and register: wcet.wiche.edu/events

• What’s Next for Digital Learning – August 28, 12:00 PM MT

• For WCET Members

https://wcet.wiche.edu/wcet-events/


Join us in Minneapolis!

WCET 2026
OCTOBER 14-16, 2026

cvent.me/LyZo4B



1EdTech Learning Impact Europe 2026



1EdTech Learning Impact 2027



CHAMPION SPONSOR

LEADER SPONSOR

SUPPORTER SPONSOR

Thank You to Our 
Annual Sponsors
Learn more about the partners that 
support our work: 
wcet.wiche.edu/sponsorship/
wcet-sponsors 

https://wcet.wiche.edu/sponsorship/wcet-sponsors/
https://wcet.wiche.edu/sponsorship/wcet-sponsors/
https://wcet.wiche.edu/sponsorship/wcet-sponsors/
https://wcet.wiche.edu/sponsorship/wcet-sponsors/


Thank You to Our Supporting Members

Brigham Young 
University

The California State 
University

Colorado State 
University

Michigan State 
University

The University of 
Arizona

University of 
California

University of 
Florida

Supporting members make an additional investment and support WCET’s mission 

to advance the effective use of technology for teaching and learning. 



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!
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